On the Union of the Divine and Human Nature of our Lord 


| 
| 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN. 


The Bible our rule of faith !—The right of private judgment our privilege. 
Hier stehe ich, ich kann nicht anders ;—Gott helfe mir! Amen |~LUTHER 


row. NOVEMBER, 1830. (No. 9. 


> 


— 


SERMON, 


Jesus Christ. 
Yext, John i. 14.—And the word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 


The incarnation of the Son of God, is certainly a m stery, but 
to perishing sinners, it is a blessed mystery, full comfort as well 
as wonder. ‘This doctrine is clearly exhibited in various passages of 


scripture, but in none perhaps with more clearness. and precision, — 
than in the passage mow before us, ‘‘And the word was made > 


fiesh,” &e. 


The word or loges here mentioned is the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
is so cvident from the whole context, that on this point, we need | 


make only a single passing remark. The person here designated as 


the “‘word made flesh,” is in the 14th verse declared to be the only | 


begotten of the father—this we know is in several: places said of 
Jesus Christ, and of no other, therefore by the word. ‘‘made fiésh” 


is clearly meant Jesus Christ, and now as in the Ist verse it is affirm- 
ed that the Word was God, and as the expression “‘was made flesh” » 


is only another phrase, for was made man, the doctrine of our text 
is this: Jesus Christ our glorious mediator, is in one person very 
God and very man—or. in other words, is possessed of two na- 
tures, the human and divine, in mysterious yet all harmonious union. 
This doctrine we shall now, by divine assistance, endeavourto prove. 
From the necessity of the B. From. scripture testi- 
mony. 


A-—Before we enter the argument, let. it be. premised, that , 


in the scriptures, Jesus 


Vol. V. No. 9. 13 


nist is declared to be the great mediator, of — 

whom it is affirmed, “We have redemption through his blood, even. . 

the forgiveness of sins.” Now, in order that Jesus Christ might . 

be qualified to act the part of Mediatoer—in order that he might be.- 

able to satisfy the claims of divine justice, and make reconciliation . 
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by the blood of his cross, itismecessary that he should have both 
a human and divine nature. A human nature, that he ne obey 
that lew, which man had violated ‘The law was designed for hu- 
man nature, but man having violated it, a dishonour was cast upon 
_ the law, and moreover, there was a reflection upon the Wisdom of 
God, as if a law had been given to man, not suited to his nature — 
Now, as an important part of /the mediatorial work was, to magnily 
the law and vindicate the divme character, it was necdful that the 
mediator should be a man, that in human nature, he mightfobey that 
law, whieh was designed for nature, and thus prove that the law 


was holy, just and good, suited to the nature of man and altogether 
worthy of the divine wisdom, but it was equally necessary, that Je- 
sus Christ should have a divige nature, to give merit to his obe- 
dience —F or suppose he were a mere man, or had human nature, 
only, and suppose his obedience were sinless, were perfect—this 
obedience Soekt amit nothing, as it would be nothing more than 
that obedience, which.as a creature he would be bound to render. 
as the Saviour himself says : §* When ye shall have done all these 
things, which are commanded, say, we are unprofitable servants, 
we have done that which was/our duty to do.” And now, if Jesus 
Christ be a mere man, anda mere man, after doing all that iscom — 
manded, is only an unprofitalle servant, has done nothing more than 
his duty, how could the obeflience of Jesus Christ be put to the 
account of another ? Or, how should it be said, that by his obe- 
dience shall many be made righteous ? Asamere man, he would 
have that nature, which by yirtue of its being created, would be 
bound to render obedience to! the full extent of its powers, conse- 
quently no obedience which it could render, would be meritorious, 
but the obedience of Christ,’ is infinitely meritorious, therefore lic 
must have a nature, which virtue of its being uncreated. is not 
bound to render any obedienge, this can be affirmed of none, but 
of the divine nature, therefore Jesus Christ must have a divine na- 
ture—But again. It is necessary that Jesus Christ as mediator. 
should have a human nature that he might suffer. The divine na- 
ture cannot be wounded for our transgressions, nor bruised for our 
iniquities, yet the mediator must suffer, as it is written—<It became 
him, for whom are all things; and by whom are all things, in bring- 
ing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their Salvation 
perfect through suffering. Heb. 1i: 10 Yes, it behoved Christ to 
suffer, the truth of God sequired it, for it was predicted— [he 
justice of God demanded | it, for, having become the sinner’s 
surety—having engaged to shtisfy the claims of divine justice—suf 
fer‘he, or justice must. But justice must not suffer, the honor of 
God forbids it: the glory of the divine government forbids it ; the hap- 
piness of all the world forbids it. Then it was necessary, that Christ 
should suffer—but in his divine nature he could not suffer, therefore. 
that he might suffer, he must have a human nature. Still, however it 
was gee that he have a divine nature, to give efficacy to his suffer- 
ings. Jesus Christ were a mere man, or which is the same 
thing, had a human nature pnly, what could his sufferings avail * 
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The martyrs suffered much, were bitterly persecuted, cruelly put 
to death, yet their blood had no virtue to’ wash away any sin, but 
the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin. Nay more—a great 
multitude in heaven, which no man can number, have already, washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb. Now, 
if Jesus Christ had human nature only, it is manifest his sufferings 
would never have this efficacy, therefore, to give them this efficaey, 
he must have a divine nature. But it is further necessary in this 
matter of suffering, that-he should have a divine nature, to sustain 
the wrath of God, due tothe sins of the world—the pressure of this’ 
wrath is tremendous, for if every sin deserves the wrath and curse 
of God, both in this world and that which is tocome—what a mountain 
weight of wrath, must be due to the innumerable armies of the 
children of men, whose sins the Saviour bore in his own body on 
the tree. Could Gabriel, could the embattled hosts of heaven’s 
legions sustain this wrath ? As soon might a feather resist a whirl- 
wind; or chaff, the devouring flame, Yet this wrath the Saviour 
did sustain, for suffering unutterable agonies both in the garden and 
on the cross—at last he exclaimed, “‘it is finished,” and justice smiled 
—surely he must have had a divine nature. Once more... It was’ 
necessary that Jesus Christ should have a human nature, that he 
might sympathise with his people—this was necessary to the fo ger 
tion of the mediatorial character, accordingly we are told, “‘As the 
children were made partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
took part of the same.” Indeed the Apostle plainly deéclares, that 
in all things it behoved him to be made like to his brethren, that he 
might be a faithful and successful high priest, in things-pertaining to 
God, for in that he himself hath suffered bemg tempted, he is able to 
succor those that are tempted. And ‘in another place, he speaks 
with evident satisfaction of this feature of Christ’s mediatorial char- 
acter. ‘‘ We have not a high priest, who cannot be touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points, tempted lke as we 
are, yet without sin. Now, if Jesus Christ had the divine nature 
only, it is true, he would by virtue of his divine nature, have a per- 
fect knowledge of our infirmities, but an experimental knowledge 
he could not have, nor could he without the assumption of human 
nature be tempted in all points like, as we are—Now as this sympa- 
thy is so pleasing in its exercise, and serves to give such a charm and 
loveliness to the mediatorial character, we would look for it in our 
mediator—indeed, it would be necessary for the encouragement of 
trembling believers—the mediator then, must needs have this sym- 
pathy. But he could not have it, without having the human nature, 
therefore that he might sympathise, it is necessary that he have a hu- 
man nature. Yetin this case,if he had not also a divine nature, 
his sympathy would be of little value. What is it to a poor sinner, 
that Jesus Christ has a nature in which he can s thise with him,. 
if he has not also a nature in which he van ‘save him. He is a com 
plete Saviour, and therefore, has a nature in which he can save to 
the very uttermost: This can be said of none but of a divine na- 
ture, therefore Jesus Christ has a divine nature—and in addition 
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to all this, we may remark, that | it is necessary, that Jesus Christ 
should have the divine nature, to subdue all the enemies of the 
church. Jesus Christ is the head of the chureh—the enemies that 
he must subdue are numerous and powerful, each is like a strong 
man armed, leagued together, thus threaten to overwhelm and anni. 
hilate the church. Now Jesus Christ as head of the church, 
is represented as going forth in his chariot of salvation, conquering 
‘and to conquer, triumphing ever principalities and powers, and with 
infinite ease, putting all enemies beneath his feet. Ah! my friends. | 
if Jesus Christ were a mere man, he surely could not thus triumphant. 
ly lead the sacramental host of God’s redeemed. ‘This proclaims 
his immortal energies—this proclaims his divine natuare—and now to 
conclude our first argument. Itappears, from the necessity of the case- 
that Jesus Christ our glorious Mediator, must have too natures, the 
divine and human, and these in union—I say, in union, for if not, 
they constitute two distinct persons, and of consequence two dis- 
(inct Mediators, but there is only one Mediator, therefore these na- 
tures are in union, or ‘do constitute but one person. Jesus Christ 
then, our glorious Mediator, is in one person, very God and very man, 
or, in other words, is possessed of two natures, the divine and hu- 
man, in mysterious, yet all harmonious union. 

B. We proceed to prove this all important doctrine from scrip- 
ture testimony. And first—The scriptures abundantly show that 
Jesus Christ had a human pature—for they tell us, that he was 
made of a woman—made under the law—that he was called man, 
and son of man—suffered and died. These facts sufticiently prove 
that he had akuman nature.; But as few ifany in our times deny 
the humanity of Christ—we proceed from the same source of evi. 
dence to prove his divinity, or, that together with his human, he jhad 
a divine nature, thisis manifest. First, from the titles given him. 

Titles, you very well know are given to designate the rank and 
character of the possessor. (A private soldier is not called comman- 
der in chief, nor is a plebeian)subject styled a prince or king. Now. 
what are the titles ee to Christ in the sacred volume ? He is 
called the Lord or King of glory, 1. Cor. fi. 8. This is truly an 
oneust title, and implies sovereignty over the invisible world. Who 
is this Lord or King of glory ? Let the Psalmist speak «Lift ‘up 
your heads, O ye gates, even liftthem up, ye everlasting doors, that 
the king of Glory may come in.” Who is the King of Glory ? 
Fhe Lord of hosts, he is the King of Glory. Again—Jesus Christ 
is declared to be the searcher of hearts—Thus in his message to the 
angel of the church, he says, ‘And all the churches shall know 
that I am he that searcheth the reins and hearts.” “I am he.” Of 
whom does he speak? Reference is evidently had to this passage 
in 17 chapter of Jeremiah'“I, Jehovah, search the hearts, I try 
the reins.” Again—Jesus. Christ is declared to be the Alpha and 
Omega—Now this is so expressive of an uncreated and independent 
being, that it immediately ap) unsuited to any, but a being truly 
divine. Who then is that Alpha and Omega ?. Let him, who pos- 
-sesses the title -declare—J am Alpha and Omega, saith the Lord, 
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which is, and which was, and which is to come the Almighty! Again 
—Jesus Christ is called King of Kings, and Lord of Lords—and 
that, (let it be remarked) not on earth, but in heaven. Now, who 
can this be, who bears so august)a title in that world of glory ? 
Paul, affirms that “He, is the blessed and only Potentate, who onl 

-hath immortality—And, this is none other than the King td, 
immortal, invisible, the only wise God. But, further—In Heb: i. 
8 v. Jesus Christ is plainly called God. 1 John v. 20, the true God, 
in Isaiah ix, 6. the mighty God, and Rom. ix, 5. over all, God bles- 
sed for ever—Now, give all, or, any one of these titles, to Paul, oY 
any mere creature, and who would not shudder at the blasphemy ? 
And why ? Because it is manifest, these titles become none but a 
being, whose nature is divine. ‘They are given to Christ, therefore, 
he must have a divine nature. 2d. The works ascribed to Jesus 
Christ prove that he has a divine nature. ‘The work of creation, 
is certainly a divine work—for in Gen. i, 1. it is said—‘<{n the be- 
ginning God created the heavens and the earth.”—Yet in John 1, 10. 
we are expressly told that the world was made by Jesus Christ—and 
in the same chapter it is affirmed that all things were made by ‘him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. Again— 
- The work of preservation is evidently a divine work. My hearers, 


mark the number and magnitude of those orbs that roll on high—- 


those “hosts of suns and stars and adamantine spheres, whirling 
unshaken amidst the void immense.’ Surely, the being that upholds 
them must be divine. This being is Jesus Christ for in Heb. i, 3. 
it is asserted that he upholds all things, by the word of his power, 
and in a subsequent verse, it is further said—*When the heavens 
and the earth, shall wax old as a garment, then as a vestment shali 
he feld them up. But again—The| work of resurrection is a divine 
work. ‘There 1s a day coming, when at the blast of the trump, the 
dead shall awake, artse and come to’ judgment—but by whose power 
shall it be done? By his, who said “I am the resurrection and the 
life,’ and proved it by calling Lazarus from the grave. Yes, his 
voice, shall again be heard 23-9: the realms of death—his voice 
shall rouse the slumberers from the tomb—shall resuscitate the ashes 
of the dead, which have been scattered to the four winds of heaven, 
or buried beneath the waves of the sea—for itis written, John1, 28. 
«The hour is coming in which all, that are in the grave, shall hear 
his voice and shall come forth” And now, should I take upon me, 
to ascribe all or any of these works, to any mere creature, laiegilee 
exalted, would you not consider me mad ? And why? Because 
these works are manifestly declarations of a divine nature. $d. The 
Attributes, which are in Scripture ascribed to Jesus Christ | furnish 
another proof of his divine nature ie is declared to be unchange- 
able—thus Heb. xiii, 8. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to day, and 
forever—and in Heb. Ist Cap. The eternal father, addresses hin in 
this language ‘And thou Lord, in the beginning hast laid the founda- 
tions of the earth and the heavens are the works of thy hands, they 
shall perish, but thou remainest—they shall be changed, but thou art 
the same.” ‘These scriptures declare him to be unchangeable—He 
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is. enninatens-‘T hie may be inferred from his words. But we have 
more inferential evidence—We have positive assertion. | 
am (saith Jesus) the Alpha and Qmega, the beginning and the en- 
ding: saith the Lord, which is and which was, and which is to come, 
the Almighty. And now, if Jesus Christ be the Almighty, he must 
of necessity be omnipotent—He is omnipotent. “When two or 


three are ane together in | name (saith he) there am I, in the 
midst of them. There are probably thousands and thousands of 
such assemblies at the same moment of time, seattered over the 
wide world, yet Jesus Christ js in the midst of every one—then 
surely he is omnipresent. He ig omniscient, also—For it is declared 
that in him are all the treasures’ of wisdom and knowledge. But if 
there were no express passage, going to prove his omniscience, the 
bare fact of his being the final judge would be sufficient to establish 
the doctrine—“We must all appear before the judgment”’ &c. saith 
the apostle. To sit in judgment upon a world, and to determine the 
figal doom of every individual, certainly requires omniscience, for. 
to judge righteously, there must be a perfect knowledge of 
every thought, word and action of every individual, together with 
all the aggravating and palliating circumstances, connected with 
every thought, word and action of every individual. Now. who 
but an omniscient being is onual to this ? Christ is equal to it, there- 
fore Christ is omniscient. We might mention other attributes equal- 
ly indicative of a divine nature, but these bemng the incommunica- 
ble attributes of divinity, are sufficient to prove that Jesus Christ 
in possessing them, must possess a divine nature. 4th. The divine 
worship given to Jesus Christ also proves that he must have a divine 
nature. It is written, thou shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve,.and the whole history of the Jews goes to 
prove that it was considered extremely impious, for any one to give 
or receive that worship due to' God only—accordingly when divine 
worship has been offered to good men or angels, they have rejected 
it with abhorrence. At Systra, Paul and Barabas, eivecebienly cue 
veda cripple. The people astonished at the miracle, cried out -‘the 
Gods have come down to us in the hkeness of men—and the priest 
of Jupiter, which was before ‘the city, brought oxen and garlands 
unto the gates and would have! done sacrifice with the people. And 
how was this received? When Paul and Barabas heard of it, they 
rent their clothes and ran in among the people, crying out—Sirs, 
why do ye these things ? We also are men of like passions with 
yourselves and preach unto you, that you turn from these vanities 
to the living God. And so also ia the case of the Angel, when John 
was in Patmos, an angel of light appeared unto him. John sup- 
ing it to be the Lord, fell at his feet to worship him. How 
id the Angel receive it ? See thou, do it not (said the Angel) I am 
thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren, that heard the testimony 
of Jesus, worship God—Here we may remark in both of these 
cases, three things. Ist The proffered worship was instantly rejec- 
ted. 2d. They to whom it was offered revinled their own charac - 
ter. And 3d. They pointed out God, as the only object of worship 
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‘Now in cases where worship was offered to the saviour, we find none 
of these particulars—Thus in Matthew, And as they went to tell 
his disciples, behold Jesus met them saying: All hail, and they 
came and held him by the feet and worshipped him, How did he 
reccive it? As his due, for he rebuked them not, but said: “Be 
not afraid.” When Thomas addressed him, in this strange language 
of adoration ““My God, my Ged.” Jesus rebuked him not. t 
did I say ? He did rebuke him, but it was because he had not soon- 
er believed in him. ‘Thomas because thou hast seen me, and hast 
believed, blessed are they that have not seen me yet have believed.” 
Jesus, then received, divine worship without expressing the least 
disapprobation. Nay more, in commanding his disciples to baptise 
in his name, he enjoined this worship—He must then either have 
been entitled to it, or he must have been a wicked man-——but he 
was not a wicked man, for we are expressly told, that he was holy and 
without sin—Then he must have been entitled to it, and if entitled 
to it, he must have been God—for it is written—*“Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”—But the remarks 
already made, prove that he received divine worship before his ascen- 


sion, and how was it afterwards. In the epistles, this ,ascription of 


praise is frequently given to Christ, “Unto whom, be glory and domin- 
son for ever, Amen.” Nothing surely can be more rey in 
the strain of divine worship—and we know that the spirits of the 
just, and the very angels of heaven, are. represented before his 
throne, as joining in the sublimest acts of worship, saying “ Worthy 
is the lamb, that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory and blessing.” It is worthy 
of remark, then when John fell at the feet of the angel, the angel 
said “I am thy fellow servant” but when John fell at the feet of Jesus, 
Jesus said “J am the first and the last—I am he that liveth and- was 
dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, and have the keys of hell, 
and of death.” The case then is clear, the Saviour before and af- 
ter his ascension received and encouraged divine worship. I repeat 
it then, he must be an impious creature, or a divine being. None 
say he was an impious creature, therefore we conclude he was divine. 
e have now shown from scripture testimony, that Jesus Christ 
has a human nature and also a divine. The scriptures also shew 
that these natures are in union, for they tell us—That God was man- 
ifest in the flesh—That he, whe thought it no robbery to be 
equal with God, took upon him the form of a servant—and in our 
text “That the word was made flesh,’ &e. ‘These passages are 
certainly expressive of this union, and will appear -strikingly so, 
if viewed in connection with certain correspondent. facts. In. the 
facts, to which I allude,, circumstances of humanity and cireumstan- 
ces of grandeur are strangely blended, and cannot be well accoun- 
ted for, except on the supposition that the divine and human natures, 
are united in the person of Christ. Thus, in Bethlehem, 
brings forth her first born, and lays himin a manger.—This is ipdi- 
cative of poverty—but mark the other circumstances of his Advent 
A star appears to the wise men of the East—goes before them to 
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Bethlehem, and hovers over the place, where the prere child is laid 
An—angel too, descends, and announces his birth to certain shep- 
herds, Who were keeping wat¢h, over their flocks by night. This 
‘is not all—the sweet inelodionls songs of angels, fill the air, for a 
multitude of the heavenly host, sung glory to God, in the highest. 
and on earth peace, good willtowards men. Whata strange assem- 
blage of circumstances is here! A child, laid in a Manger—Yet 
we see the hovering star—the adoring Magi—Whilst on high, we 
hear the notes of Angels, who sweetly sing his natal <a ge 
Bethany we sce Jesus, at the grave of Lazarus—he wept—like a 
man—raised the dead—like pa God! During astorm on the sea 
of ‘Tiberias, he lay in the hinder part of the ship, and with his 
head upon his pillow, he slept—like a man—being called upon. 
he arose and ‘rebuked the winds and the sea—like a God. Ap- 
proaching the barren fig-trée, he hungered—like a man—with a 
word withered the fig-tree away—like a God—After miraculously 
feeding the multitude, he went into a mountain apart to pray—like 
a man—at the 4th watch of the night he went unto his disciples, 
walking upon the water—like a God. On the cross he suffered—like 
a man—yet opened the gates of Paradise to the dying thief—like 
a.God. At the ninth hour, he cried with a loud voice, and gave 
_ up the ghost—like a man—yet rent the veil of the temple, caused 
‘the earth to quake, the rocks'to burst, and the graves to be opened 
—like a God. In the sepulchre he lay in his winding sheet, pale in 
death—like a man—on the third day, by his own immortal energies, 
he burst the bars of death, and rose triumphant—like a God. After 
his resurrection in the midst of his eleven disciples, he took a piece 
of broiled fish, and of an honey comb, and did eat before them— 
like a man—after that he led them out as far as Bethany, and he 
lifted up his hands and blessed them, and as he blessed them he ascen- 
ded in majesty and glory far above all heavens—like a God. These 
things are truly remarkable ; some bespeak the human and others the 
divine nature, and all are sweetly blended in the person of Christ. Su- 
rely then Jesus Christ is very God and very man, is possessed of two 
natures, the human and divine, in mysterious, yet all-harmonious union. 
This union is mysterious—we grant it freely, is & not the union of soul 
and body likewise mysterious? The soul is spirit, the body matter, 
the one is mortal, the other immortal ; and yet they unife and con- 
stitute one individual. ‘This is mysterious, grant it freely, but it 
matters not, having evidence of the fact, we are satisfied. —Precise. 
ly so with the doctrine before us. We prove, ist, that Jesus Christ 
has ahuman nature, 2d, that he has a divine nature, and $d, that 
these natures are so united as to constitute one person. Is this mys- 
terious ? It matters not, having evidence of the fact, our belief is 
firm: Itis mysterious ? We never denied it,nor did Paul. «Witb- 
out controversy great is the mystery of godliness” &c. We shal! 
now make three uses of this doctrine. Ist use, To explain cer- 
tain passages of scripture which seem to be at variance with each 
other. In one place our Saviour says “my fatheris greater than I.” 
dn another “J and my father are one.” one place it is written 
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‘‘of that great day and hour knoweth no man, nor the angels, neither 
the Son, but my father only.” In another place, “In Jesus are laid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” In one place he is cal- 
led David’s Son, ia another David’s Lord. In one place, man ; 
in another, God. Inone place,aservant ; in another King of Kings, 
and Lords of Lords. In one place a lamb slain, in another the 
Prince of life, who only hath immortality. Now, my hearers, de- 
ny the doctrine of our text, and how can you reconcile these pas- 
sages. Admit our doctrine, and they sweetly harmonise. In his 
human nature, Jesus Christ could say, ‘‘My father is greater than I.” 
In his divine nature, “I and my father are one.’ In his human na- 
ture he was David’s Son, in his divine nature David’s Lord. In his 
human nature, he was man ; in his divine nature,God. In his human 
nature, servant; in bis divine nature, King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. In his human nature,a lamb slain ; in his divine nature, 
‘The Prince of life, who only hathimmortality” 2d use. ‘To sound 
a seasonable alarm in the ears of those, who reject our glorious 
creator—our final judge. You reject Sim, who holds your destinies 
in his hands, and can raise you to heaven, or sink you to hell. You 
sevens your best friend—your great redeemer. ‘The worlds last and 
only hope. In rejeeting Christ, you incur his wrath, his burning 
wrath! And can you brave his wrath ? You may brave the sweep- 
ing whirl-wind, but not the wrath of the lamb! Behold, he cometh, 
with clouds and every eye shail see him, and they also which pierced 
him, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail, because of him, even 
so Amen. | | 

3d use, To encourage penitent Ml to come to their gracious 
redeemer.—Trembling sinner! behold your Saviour, high in glory, 
looks kindly upon you—he calls you, he bids you come—As man, 
he can be touched with a feeling of your mfirmities—As God, he 
can save to the very uttermost. He is great, the heaven of heavens 


cannot codain him.—Yet his heart 1s compassionate, is still full of 


love —See him arrayed in glorious majesty, fear not—This is he, 
who, though he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor.—Yes this 
is the good shepherd, who gave his life for his sheep.—Precious 
Shepherd, when he beheld a hundred worlds, rolling around his fa- 
ther’s throne, and one was lost, he left the ninety and nine, and came 


to seek and save that which was ror Amen. J. K. 


DR. M. LUTHER’S SERMON ON SUNDAY SEPTUAGESIME. 


Mr. Eatter—I hereby send you for publication a sermon of Lu- 
ther. Fiver since I became acquainted with the standard works of 
English theological literature and English doctors of divinity, it was 
a matter of great astonishment to me, to see the false representations 
contained in the former and the inexcusable ignorance displayed: by 
the latter with reference to the doctrines taught and held by the great 
Retormer Luther, and the Church that bears his name. ‘To adduce 
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but one Author among many, Buck in his theological dictionary under 
the article “‘ Lutherans” says, “ Luther believed the impanation or 
consubstantiation.” 'Thisis erroneous. He did not believe and main- 
tain a corporeal.or material presence of the body and blood in the 
Sacrament of the Altar. He never used such language. And again Buck 
says “‘it is in this article of consubstantiation that the the main difference 
between the Lutheran & the English church consists;” but this is entire- 
ly groundless. The doctrine of absolute predestination and Saige, 
constitutes a far greater difference than the one mention Buck 
however says, “ Luther maintained predestination.” ‘This is a third 
error, for Luther did not believe in such a predestination as Buck de. 
fines it. Is it to be wondered at, that the “tow clergymen have 
such an imperfect knowledge of the Lutheran Church, if the works 
from which they derive their information abound in misstatements ? 
They betray an ignorance of the fact, established by ecclesiastical 
history, that the publication of Calvin's Institutes in 155), (in which 
he first made known to the world his opinion with respect to absolute 
predestination) gave rise to an unhappy controversy between him and 
the Lutheran divines and finally was the principal cause of that separa- 
tion (in 1560) that still exists between the Lutheran and Reformed 
churches. From the assertions in the writings of the English divines, 
and from their expressions in conversation, we are led to believe that 
they know not the fact, that itis from this period (1560) we mu t date 
the ever to be lamented division of the Protestants into Lutherans 
and Reformed or (Calvinists) and that ever since that time those who 
adopted the opinion of Calvin with respect to absolute predestination 
were called (in Germany—the country in which the separation took 
place and where they have the best right to know how to make the 
proper distinction) Die Refofmirten, the Reformed, that is to say, the 
followers of Calvin, and those who hold the opposite views, viz: that 
the kingdom of Heaven was open to all,—Lutherans, With this 
fact before us, what idea can we form of the literary acqhifements of 
those who ask us: Are the Lutherans no Calvinists? Was not Lu- 
ther a Calvinist? What would we think of the state of that man’s 
reason who would ask us: Is water, fire ? is light, darkness? | 

Is it not passing strange, that some divines are so utterly ignorant 
of the distinctive characteristic of the oldest Protestant Church, that 
they know not that a Calvinistic Lutheran would be an anomaly in the 
Church, and just as absurd as to speak of a triangular circle in Geom- 
etry. There are Calvinistic Baptists, Calvinistic Methodists, Calvin- 
istic Episcopalians, but there never was such a distinction heard of in 
the Lutheran.Church from the time of Reformation to the present 
day. Oe HELVETIUS. 


MATTHEW xx. 1—16. . 
Refutation of the erroneous explanation of the passage : Many arc 
| called, but few, chosen. 
From the last words, ‘‘ many are Called Nout few chosen” some in- 


quisitive heads conceive ver strange and ungodly notions, and rea- 
son after this manner: he, whom God has chosen, will be saved with- 
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out means ; on the other hand, he, who is not chosen, will be 
damned, let him strive as he pleases, let him be pious and faithful, it 
is to no purpose, God has decreed that he must fall, and he cannot be 
saved. Therefore I will let things have their course. If Iam destin- 
ed to be saved, it will be accomplished without my interference ; if 
not, any thing that I could undertake or do, would be all in vain —, 
That people, who harbor such thoughts grow careless, wicked and 
secure, will be casily perceived by any one of you. It will be recol- 
lected that on Epiphany, while treating of the passage from Micha 
we proved sofficiently, that such thoughts ought to be shunned and 
guarded against as the Devil, that a different manner of studying and 
regarding the will of God should be adopted, namely the Majesty of 
God in bis decrees should not be meddled with, for in these He is in- 
comprehensible. Noris it possible that any should harbour such sy 
nions and not find them a stumbling block, either driving them to de- 
spair or indueing them to become dissolute or regardless of religion 
and divine things altogether. Whoever wishes to come to a true 
_ knowledge of God and his holy will, must seek for it in the right way, 
then he will not be offended, but edified and improved. But the right 
‘way is our Lord Jesus Christ as he himself has said, John 14: 6. ** No 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Therefore whoever wishes 
to know the Father rightly, and to come to Him, let him first come to 
Christ, and learn to know him, viz. thus: Christ is the son of God 
and Almighty and eternal God. What does the son of God do? He 
became man for out sake, put himself under the law, suffers himself to 
be crucified and dies on the Cross, to atone for our sins, and rises a- 
gain from the dead, that by his Resurrection he might conquer Death 
and obtain for us admission to eternal glory, and sitteth at the right 
hand of the Father, to intercede for us and give his holy spirit, ‘by 
which to direct and guide us and to secure his true believers against 
all the wiles and temptations of the Devil. ‘This is to know Christ 
truly. And whenever this knowledge has taken firm hold in the heart, 
then it is time enough to let your mind soar to make an estimate of 
the disposition of God towards man, then if you reflect that the son 
of God accomplished these things for the salvation of man in accord- 
ance with the will and command of the Father, surely you will be con- 
strained to exclaim: For as much as God has given up his only be- 
gotten son and for our sake did not spare him, hie is good reason to 
believe that God intends us no harm, that it is not his will that any of 
us should be lost, beeause he devises and makes use of the highest 
and most suitable means, in order to lead us to life and salvation — 
‘Thus we come to God in the right manner, as Jesus himself preaches 
John ui. 16. * God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
son, that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life.’ Now compare these conclusions with those resulting 
from the opposite manner of reasoning stated at the commencement, 
and it will appear that those are the work of the arch enemy calcula. 
ted to mislead and offend man, causing him to doubt and despair, or 
to approach the other extreme of utterly disregarding God and divine 
things, for he cannot and does not look for any good thing from God. 
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Others conceive this to be the meaning of the text: Many are call 
ed, that is, God offers his grace to many, but few are chosen, that is, 
this his grace fs granted to a few only ; because few are saved. ‘This 
however is an impious and wicked interpretation, for how can it be 
possible, that any one who entertains and believes such things of God, 
should not hate him, whose will alone is the cause that all are no‘ 
partakers of salvation. Again by comparing this opinion with the 
conviction resulting from the passage, which treats of first learning 
to know Christ, they will easily be detected as diabolical blasphemies. 

Very different is the meaning of the passage in question: many arc 
called, &c. for the gospel is preached publicly to every one, that wish. 
és to hear and accept it, and for this very reason God has it spread 
and preached to ali, that all might hear, receive it, believe and be sa 
ved. But what is the result? The Gospel informs us: few are cho 
sen, that is, few treat and receive the Gospel in such a manner as to be | 
pleasing in the sight of God. Because some hear it but do not regard 


it, others hear it but do not take fast hold of it, nor are they willing 


to sacrifice or suffer any thing for Christ’s sake; others again hear it. 
but are more for this world’s goods and the gratification of then 
carnal desires. These things are not pleasing in the sight of God. 
neither can He love those, te slight his offers of merey, and this is 
what Christ calls ‘ not being chosen” that is, they do not conduc! 
themselves in such a way, as would be pleasing to God. But such 
are ‘* chosen” and well beloved people of God, who diligently hear 
the preaching of the Gospel, beleve in Christ, evidence their faith 
by their walk and conversation, and are willing to suffer when God in 
his wisdom sends them afflictions and troubles. ‘This is the true un- 
derstanding of the text, which offends no one, butamends & improves 
proms causing them to think after this manner; Well if I desire to 

e acceptable with God and one of his elect, surely it will not do, tha’ 
I continue my evil practices, and live in contempt of the holy laws of 
God, without striving to oppose and conquer my sinful desires ; no, } 
must attend to hear the Gospel preached, treasure the words of 
Trath up in my heart, pray for the guidance and assistance of the 
Holy Spirit to Withstand the Devil and his wiles, and sincerely pray 
God for paticnce, protection and assistance ; such people become good 
Christians. 

But on the contrary, those who hold, that God is not willing that 
all should be saved, either fall into doubt and despair, or more gene- 
rally into carelessness and security, living as beasts of the field, who 
considering their doom as already sealed, say, it is either decreed, that 
I shall be saved, or itis decreed that I shall be damned, wherefore the: 
should I put myself to any trouble about the matter? But this 1: 
wrong ; you are required to hear the word of God and to be- 
lieve in Christ as your Saviour, who died and made satisfactioi 
for thy sins. With this requisition you must endeavour to comply. 
If you find yourself weak in faith or unbelieving pray for the Holy 
Spirit and doubt not, Christ is your Saviour, and through him that 
is if you believe in him and depend on his merit alone, you will be. 
saved, which may our dear Lord Jesus Christ grant to us all. Amen. 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF EAST-PENNSYL- 
NANIA, 


The Minutes of the East-Pennsylvania Synod, came to our hands 
on the last day of September, we hasten to present to our readers a 
synopsis. 

On the 6th of June, the clergy assembled at the Parsonage, in Lan- 
caster, and proceeded to the Church. Discourses were delivered 
in the Lutheran church, by the Rev. brethren, J. Miller, C. Demme 
and B. Keller. In the German Reformed church by Rev. Ublhorn 
and Probst. In the Presbyterian church by Rev. C. P. Krauth and 
C. F. Scheffer. In the new Lutheran church by Rev. Hemping and 
Candidate Jager. On Monday the Clergy and Lay-Members of | 
the Synod convened ahd the Synod was constituted as usual, by a 
prayer, from the President. By a 

‘Thirty four Ministers were present, and nineteen absent—eighieen 
Legiieaaain were present. Delegates from the West Pennsylva- 
nia Synod, German Reformed Synod and several members of other 
Synods of our church were admitted to the usual privileges. 

Rev. J. Miller was elected President; Rev. J. Hecht, Secretary, 
and Rey. J. Beeker, Treasurer. | 

Among the letters received by the Synod, was one from their 
Senior, a. Dr. Schaffer. It was read and an extract ordered to 
be published. The substance of it is—Encouragement to be in- 
stant in prayer for the Church of Christ and its members—each 
Minister to be intent upon working out his own salvation. 1. Tim. 
iv. 16. *T'ake heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine, contmue in 
ihem, for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that 
hear thee.” A conscientious application of the means bestowed ena- 
bles the Minister to labor with increased suecess—experiencing in . 
his own heart the grace of God—convinced of his nothingness, and 
of the riches in Christ, he will the more earnestly beseech his hear- 
ers ‘*be ye reconciled to Ged. ‘To continue preaching the reconci- 
liation—death of the son of God, unto repentant sinners, for their 
justification and sanctification. ‘To the sick and dying, the atonc- 
ment by Christ, has frequently proved a complete source of conso- 
jation and comfort. Against the doctrine of reconciliation by Jesus 
Christ, opposition and hatred may be manifested, but the Truth 
must and will stand. Ifthe spirit of Paul (Phil. iii, 8, 12.) prevails, 
among us (Ministers) then the 7'ruth will be preserved in its purity, 
in our Zion. Though we may not see any fruits of our ated 
whilst here below, if only we shall be acknowledged by our Lord, 
to have been his faithful servants, and when we shall enter the eternal 
world, be welcomed by him “ Well done thou good and faithful ser- 
vant, thou hast been faithful over a few things, &c. enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.” ak 

A resolution, was offered by Rev. Keller, that a Missionary and 
Education society be formed, and that a committee be appointed to 
draft a constitution for this purpose, 
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It appears that this resolution produced considerable discussion, when 
the Rev. Mr. Uhlhorn proposed, “that the Synod declare itself, whe- 
ther or not such an institution be requisite and advantageous within 
the jurisdiction of this Synod.” — Secretary then says, ‘‘that this 
Synod deems the course of the Fathers most expedient in such 
matters, and cannot sustain innovations which burthen the people 
or have a tendency to excite im this body, a strange spirit for pro- 
selyting.” It was then decided by a large majority, “That the Sy- 
nod will not form a Missionary and Education Society .” 

All our other Synods have however entered into the spirit of es- 
tablishing Missionary and Education societies, and the continued 
zeal displayed, in sustaining them, proves that the Innovation, is not 
burthensome to their people, whilst hundreds of souls, have ex- 
perienced their good effects. | 

From the report of a committe, upon the state of the treasury it 


7 that this Synod has at its disposal $2,100. 


Missionaries were appointed, for six months, the one to labor 


mm Lycoming county Pa. the other at Frankford and Lower Merion 


Pa.andat Cohansy N.J. | 

Several brethren connected with any of our Synods, would be 
appointed Missionaries, to labor in churches destitute of Pastors, 
within the jurisdiction of this of wee The President has been au- 
thorised to accept the services of such that may offer. 

We regret extremely, that no Parochial reports appear in the 
minutes. If they should be published hereafter, or if any copy con- 
taining them, should come into our hands, we shall insert them here- 
after. 
As a proof of the disposition of the Synod, to continue a good 
understanding with other Synods, Delegates were appointed to at- 
tend the next meetings of the New York, Maryland, West Penn- 
sylvania and German Reformed Synods. 

Two applicants were licensed, and seven Licentiates were ordain- 
ed Pastors. The next meeting of this Synod will be held at Har- 
risburg.on ‘Trinity Sunday, 1831 


a 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF OHIO. 


The Synod of Ohio convened at Zanesville, Ohio, on the 5th 
of June last, Rev, Weygandt delivered a sermon preparatory for 
the Lord’s Supper, in the German and Rev. Brown. in the English 
language. On Sunday Rev. Heincke and C. Henkel preached, after 
which the Lord’s Supper was administered. Rev. Stauch and Rev. 
Schweitzer—Barth preached during the remainder of the day, the lat- 
ter brother officiated in the English language/ 

On Monday morning, the Synod was constituted as usual. Nine- 
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teen Ministers were present and eighteen absent. Sixteen Lay-De- 
legates were present. Six Clerical delegates trom our other Synods, 
were in attendance and entitled to vote during the sessions. Ker. 
Andrew Henkle was elected President, Rev. i Heincke, Secretary 
and Rey. J. Wagenhals, Treasurer. ‘The Report of the Missionary 
labours of Rev. Mr. Stauch was réad. He travelled three months, 
preached 39 times, baptized 41 children, confirmed 4 persons and 
administered the Lords s upper to 104 persons. 

The Rev. Missionary Espich, travelled 400 miles, preached 13 
times and baptized 4 children. | . 

The Rev. Missionary Gruber, reported that he travelled through a 
part of Ohio and Indiana—preached 24 times, baptized 38 children, 
confirmed 28 persons, and administered the Lord’s supper at differ- 

It was recommended to all the Ministers of this Synod, to encour. | 
age their people, to make suitable arrangements, for celebrating the 
25th of June, as a day of Thanksgiving, it being the day of the 
500th anniversary, on which the Augsburg Confession of Faith was 
delivered to the Diet at Augsburg. — 


It was ordered, that the English Catechism, published by the 
wer Synod, with the 28 articles of the Augsburg Confession &c. 
printed. | | 

The Synod deeply concerned for our Zion, resolved that a Theo- 
logical Semina established, in the State of Ohio to be located 
at Canton, Stark county. The Rev. Mr. Schmidt has been appoin- 
ted, totake charge of the institution. 


‘The following plan of instruction has been adopted 


PLAN OF TEACHING, 
For the German Theological Seminary of the Lutheran Synod of Ohio. 
PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 


1. Whereas, the organization as well as the adoption of the rules, 
according to which the institution in question is to be conducted, 
will be left to a board of Directors, by whom the necessary arrange- 
ments, adequate to our present situation, will be made, therefore, 
reference will be had here only to the different branches that will 
be taught. | 

2. For the information of those who wish to be admitted, be it 
observed (a) that, whereas this institution is and shall continue to be 
a German institution, instruction will be given through the medium 
of the German language exclusively ; and, therefore, it will be re- 
quired of every one who wishes to be admitted, that he shall be able 
at least to read and write that language. 

3. But whereas, it ts indispensably necessary, in this country, for 


a man of erudition also to understand the English language, the 


to 


Board of Directors will, therefore, use their utmost endeavors 
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make such arrangements that a perfect knowledge of that language 
may likewise be obtained. 

4. The course of studies is three years, and the first cursus will 
commence on the first day of October, 1830. 


5. Tuition will be given gratis, lmt itis required that. every stu. 
dent provide for his boarding, lodging and clothing. 
The following branches will be taught : 


First Cursus—Instruction, 1. Jn the German language. 

2. in the Latin language. © 

3. In the Greek language. 

4, Log ic. 

5. Theological Encyclopedia, 

Note— Whereas, it is impracticable to acquire, during the term 
of three years, in connexion with the above mentioned sciences, a 
knowledge of the Hebrew language also, therefore, those only, who 
attend the institution four years, will receive instruction in the He- 
brew and Classic Greek languages. 

Seconp Cursus—Continuation of instruction in languages in gei- 
eral, 

2. Introduction into the Old and New Testament. 

3. /Irchaiolog y. 

4. Explanation of the New Testament in the Greek linguace. 

5. Explanation of the Old Testament in the German language, with 
constant reference to the Hebrew original text and the septuaginta. 

6. Church History. 

7. Empiric Psychology | 

Tuirp Cursus—1. Continuation of the explanation of the Bible 
in the Greek and German languages. | 

2. Dogmatic, connected with the history of Dogmas and Symbolic. 

3. Christian Ethics. | 

4. Praetical explanation of the Holy Scriptures, calculated for reli- 
gious instruction. | 

5. Homiletick, or Pulpit Eloquence. 

6. Catechetick, or the ari of imparting religious insivuction by guc3- 
lions and answers. 


7. Pastoral Theology and Liturgic. 


Numerous applications were made for Ministers, and every ar- 
rangement has been adopted, by which our destitute brethren can ob- 
tain a partial supply, until our Seminaries shall send forth young men. 
well qualified to enter the field of labor. Our church in Ohio is in- 
creasing and improving in eyery respect. The psrochial reports 
evince this. During the past year were baptized 2292, confirmed 
677 communed 8706. ‘The cause of Sunday Schools is also promo- 
ted, for several of the Ministers established twenty. 


Two Candidates were solemnly ordained Pastors, and two Appli- 

eants were admitted as Licentiates. The next meeting of this Sy- 
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nod will be held at Canton, Stark County, on Trinity Sunday 
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Mr. Eptrorn—There is a strange sentiment prevalent among 
many enrolled members of our churches ; it would not be so strange 
were it current only with the men of the world, that “Religions are 
indifferent.” In the course of my reading, | have lighted on some 
remarks, from a man who well knew what he said of the body of 
_ sectaries to which he refers, which I would point against this narco- 
tic and growimgly wasteful delusion of our day ; especially of this 
section of our favoured country. Let it be remembered that the 
Pastor of the French Church at the Hague, whose eloquent sermons 
have come down to us, with all their deep and acute Tere and 
the baptism of heavenly piety, lived at a day and in a country, in 
which could more fully and easily get at a thorough knowledge of 
what the “Beast” ts, and ever has been, since, in the fulfilment of pro- 

hecy, vide. 2 ‘Thes. 3 4. it gained the ascendency in power. 
Vhen he speaks of the fire and the sword of superstition, and the 
horrors of the imguisition, he felt himself nearer to them than we do; 
and the people that heard him, knew better what credit to give. to his 
declarations, than those by whom you are surrounded, seem to give 
yours. but, in the proseution of the subject on which he writes, 
€ says— | 3 

“Let us advert to the fourth prejudice. Religions are indifferent. 
We not go through various sects of Christianity and decide these 
litigious questions. Which of these religions are compatible with 
salvation ? Whieh of these religions are destructive of it? We 
will aflirm only with one apostle that “Idolaters shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and and brimstone.” We intend 
articularly to wipe off that imputation which the church of Rome 
constantly casts on one doctrine. Under pretence that we have 
never been willing to denounce a sentence of eternal ary against 
the members of the most impure sects, they affirm that M our own 
opinoin, people may be saved w ther community, and this they say, is 
one of the artices of our faith. | | 

This is a sophism which you have often heard attributed to a 
prince, who had united, as far as two such different things could be 
united, the qualities of a great king witMgthose of a bad christain. 
Having a long time hesitated between the peaceable possession of an 
earthly crown, and the steadfast hope of a heavenly crown, his histori- 
ans tell us, he ass led some doctors of the Roman communion and 
some of ours, (tH® Protestant.) He asked the first, whether i were 

ssible to be saved in the Protestant communion? ‘They answered, 
No. He then asked the second, whether it was possible to be saved 
in the Roman communion? ‘They replied, they durst not decide 
the question. On this, the prince reasoned in this manner. ‘The 
Roman Catholi¢e doctors assure me there is no salvation in the Pro- 
testant communion. The Protestants dare not affirm that there is. 
no salvation in the communion of Rome. Prudence, therefore, re- 
quires me to abandon the Protestant religion, and to embrace the 
Roman ; because, in the opinion of the Protestailts, it is at the most 
only probable that I should perish in the church of Rome, whereas, 
in the opinion of Roman Catholics, it is demonstrative that I should . 
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‘be damned in the Protestant community.” We will not attempt 
to investigate this point of history, by examining whether these 
Protestant Ministers betrayed our religion by advancing a propo- 
sition contrary to it, or whether these historians betrayed the truth 
_ -byaltering the answers attributed to our ministers. hatever we 
'. think of this historical fact, we affirm, with St. John, that “Idola- 
ters shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone.” 7 

However, we ought to make a cautious distinction concerning doc- 
trines, as we do concermng oe gga distinction between ques- 
tions of fact and questions of right. There is a question of right 
in re to precepts: as for example—Is a course of life opposite 
to the precepts of the Gospel a damnable state ? To this we re- 
ply, undoubtedly it is. ere is also a question of fact ; as for ex- 
ample—Shall all those who follow such a course of life suffer al) 
the rigours of damnation ? A wise man ought to pause before he 
’ answers this question ; because he doth not know whether a man 
who has spent one part of his life in a course of vice, may not 
employ the remaining part of it in repentance, and so pass into a 
state to which the privileges of repentance are annexed. In like 
manner, there are questions of fact and questions of right in re- 

to doctrines. e question of right in regard to the present 
octrine is this : Can we be saved in an idolatrous community ? 
Certainly we cannot. The question of fact is this: Will every 
member of an idolatrous community be ned ? A wise man ought 
to suspend his judgement on this question, because he who had spent 
one part of his in idolatrous community, may employ the remain- 
ing part in repenting, and consequently may share the privileges of 
repentance. cept in this case, according to our principles—Ido- 
laters shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone.” But, according to our principles, the Roman Catholic 
church is guilty of idolatry ; consequently, according to our princi- 
les, the members of the chureh of Rome, if they do not forsake 
that community, are among such as “shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.” 

If it be necessary to prove that, according to our principles, the 
church of Rome is guilty of Idolatry, the evidence is easily obtain- 
ed. Let us form a distinct idea of what, agreeably to scripture, we 
call moxatry, to regard a simple creature as God supreme, to ren- 
der to a simple creature the worship that is due only to the supreme 
God, is what we call idolatry. Now, according to our principles. 
the members of the church of Rome do render to a creature—to a 
bit of bread—such worship as is due only to the supreme God. B 
consequence, according to our principles, the members of the shurch 
of Rome are guilty of idolatry. 

They defend themselves by a somewhat specious, but groundless 
argument. [t was employed by a man,* who disgraced his name b 
abandoning the Protestant religion, though, thanks be to God, 


*Mr. Saurin of Paris. 
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hope, I and my family shall always be enabled te continue it in 
the list of sincere Protestants. -His words are.these : “Two or 
three articles, saith he, excited strong prejudices in my mind against 
the church of Rome ; transubstantiation—the adoration of the holy 
sacrament—and the infallibility of the church Of these three ar- 
ticles, that of the adoration of the holy sacrament led me to con- 
sider the church of Rome as idolatrous, and separated me from its 
communion. A book which I one day opened without design, instant- 
ly removed this objection. There I found distinction between error 
of place in worship, and error of object. The Catholic worships Je- 
sus Uhrist in the i arist—hin object truly adorable. There is no 
error in this respect. If Jesus Christ be not really present in the 
Eucharist, the Catholic worships him where he is not; this is a mere 
error of place, and no crime ‘of Idolatry.” A mere -sophism ! By 
the same argument the Israelites may be exculpated from tendering di- 
vine honors to the golden calf. We must distinguish error of place 
from error of object. ‘The Israelite worships in the golden calf ape 
true God—an object truly adorable. ‘To-morrow is a feast of, the 


Lord, the Lord, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 


Egypt.” Exod. xxxii, 5 &c. There is no error in this respect, if God 
be not really present in the golden calf the Israelite vorangs him 
eg he is not, a mere error of place, and not the crime of Idola. 
But St. Stephen saith expressly that this calf was an idol. “They 
made acalf, and offered sacrifice unto the idol,” Acts vii, 41. By 
consequence, error of place in worship doth not exculpate men 
from wolatry. As therefore, according to our principles, there is 
an error of place in the worship which Roman Catholics render to 
their host, so also, according to our principles, they are guilty of tdo- 


But are we speaking only according to our own principles. Have 
we seen any thing in the wilderness of Sinai which we do not dail 
see in the Roman communities ? Behold, as in the deserts of Sinai, 
an innumerable multitude, tired of rendering spiritual worship to 
an invisible God, & demanding gode to.be made which shall go before them! 
Behold, as in the desert of Sinai, a priest forming, with his own 
hands, a god to receive supreme adoration! See, as in the desert, 
a little matter modified by a mortal man, and placed upon the throne 
of the God of heayen and earth! Observe, as in the desert, the 
Israelites liberally bestowing their gold and their jewels, to deck 
and adorn, if not to construct the idol! Hark! as in the desert of 
Sinai, priests publish profane solemnities, and make proclamation, 
saying, ‘‘To-morrow is a feast to the Lord!” Behold, as in the 
desert, the people rising early on festivals to perform matins! Hear- 
or this is thy god, ael, who brought thee up out of the land o t.” 
What am I saying? I bear expressions Mocking hie 
is, O shame to christianity ! © scandal in the eyes of all tme 


christians | This is, yea, this bit of bread on which a priest hath» 
written, Jesus Christ the Saviour of mankind—this is thy God} 
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This is the God, whom all the angels in heaven,adore. This is the 
God by whom all things were created that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visihle and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers.” ‘This is the God who upholdeth all things 
by the word of his power. This is the God, who in the fulness of 
time took mortal flesh. This is the God who, for thy salvation, O 
Israel, was stretched on the cross. This is he who in the garden of 
Gethsemene said, ““O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me,” Math. 26. 39 —Who rose conqueror over death and the 
ne Oat assed into the heavens, and at whose ascension, the 

eavenly intelligences exclaimed, Lift up your heads, O gates, 
even lift them up, ye everlasting doors, that the Lord of hosts, the 
king of Glory may come in.” B. xxiv. 7—O Judah, Judah, thou 
hast justified thy sister Samaria, O ye deserts of Sinai, never did 
ye see any thing equal to what our weeping eyes behold ! Who 
as on the Lord’s side ? Let him come hither —ye sons of Levi, 
separated from the service of the Lord, consecrate yourselves to- 
day to Jehovah. But what are we about ? Are we interrupting 
the soft still voice of the Gospel, to utter the thundering commands 
of Mount Sinai? Shall we command you iy & as Moses did 
formerly the Levites—“‘put every man his sword by his side, and 
join and out, from gate to gate throughout the camp, and every 
man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his 
neighbour.”—Oh, Rome! were we adopt this method, you could not 
reproach us; you could only complain that we were too ready to 
learn the lessons you have taught us, and too eager to imitate your 
bloody example! Even in such acase we should have one great 
advantage over you ; our hands "ot the murdering sword 
to destroy thee only for the glory. of God, whereas thou hast butcher- 
ed us for the honor of an idol |—We are not come with fire, and 
blackness, and darkness, and tempests; but zion, though all man- 
gled by thy cere’ f utters only cool exhortations—affectionate re- 
monstrances—and tender entreaties ; she fights only with “‘the sword 
of the spirit,” and the “hammer of the word.” Ephe. 6 17.— 
Jer. xxiii. 29. Ah,poor people! How long will you live without 
perceiving the golden candlestiek which Jesus Christ has lighted up 
in his church! May God take away that fatal bandage, which hides 
the truth from thine eyes ! Or, if this favour be refused us, may 
God enable us to take away from thee such of our children as thou 
hast barbarously torn from the breasts of their mothers, in 
order to make them, like thine own, the children of a harlot.” 

Mr. Edtior, I would here ask, whether any of your christian rea- 
ders, who seem so well disposed to patronize these idolaters—would 
send their beloved children to be trained, by a pagan idolater, in the 
midst of circumstances which should day after day break down 
their prejudices, and well incline them to embrace the horrid rite ? 
It strikes me they would allshudder at the thought. Nurture their 
children in an idol’s temple !| O no—they would not—But has it 
not been shown, to a. demonstration, that Papists, one and all 
cfeaying to their doctrines, are idolaters? ‘They are far more pert- 
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lous than would be-a Pagan tutor. They have the semblance of 
christian morals and sanctity about them, and by these they win 
inconceivably and dreadfully upon young and tender minds. If your 
fond offspring are seduced and die idolaters, you will have none 
. to criminate but yourselves. You offer them in sacrifice to Moloch ! 


WESTERN ASIA. 
Extract from a letter of Mr. Dwight, dated at Constantinople, 
April 25th, 1830. | 


The arrival of Messrs. Smith and Dwight at Constantinople and 
their departure thence for Armenia were noticed in the last number, 
p. 299. A letter recently received communicates some further par- 
ticulars, which eame under their observation during their stay at 
Smyrna and their journey from that place to Constantinople. 


CATHOLIC CEREMONIES ON GOOD-FRIDAY. 


In my letter to you from Smyrna, [p. 249,] I alluded to some ce- 
remonies we witnessed in the Catholic church, a more full descrip- 
tion of which may not be unacceptable to you. _ Indeed, I feel that it 
is vastly important that the people of America should know precise-. _ 
ly what Roman Catholicism is, in those countries where it has ¢of* . 
most influence, and where there are not the same reasons for con. 

cealment. that exist in the United States. The day on which we 
visited the Catholic church in Smyrna was Good Friday. When 
we entered, the priests were chanting their prayer-book, sometimes 
in chorus, and sometimes with a single voice. On each side of the 
alter and behind it, black canopies were hung, which gave a sombre 
hue to the whole scene, and on them were painted different objects 
connected with the crucifixion of our Saviour. Six huge candles 
were burning upon the altar, andin front of it a large number more, 
arranged in the form of a pyramid. During the chanting, these 
lights were gradually put out, and when the last was extinguished, it 
was the signal fer the boys to play their part in the farce. A num- 
ber of them were stationed within the railing that encloses the altar, 
some with sticks, and others with a small instrument of wood, which. 
on being turned round, produced a crackling noise. These were 
simultaneously set in motion, so that we were really almost deafen- 
ed. This kind of sport the boys seemed to like very much, and 
as if determined to keep up the concert they could not be stopped, 
until two or three monks began to beat them soundly with rods. In 
this part of the ceremony the boys were supposed to be breaking Ju- 
das’s bones, and thus to be taking vengeance on the traitor ! e 
have kept their ratling machines going in the streets during the whole, 
of Lent, but more especially during the last week. After this a 
Capuchin monk ascended the pulpit and preached a sermon, (if it 
may be dignified by that name,) partly in Latin and partly in Ita- 
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lian. It ied more than an hour, and consisted chiefly in exclama- 
tion, exhortation, addresses to the virgin Mary, &c. During this ex- 
ercise a Jarge cross with an imagé of our Saviour upon it, was brought 
out by a priest dressed in white, on each side of whom was a boy dressed 
also in white, each carrying a are pene candle. After the prea- 
cher had addressed this image awhile, it was carried into the pul- 
pit, when he held it up to the people, and afterwards kissed its 
, and set it down again. After the sermon a long procession 
was formed in the yard; winell marched around and entered the 
front of the church. Each individual carried a candle burning in 
his hand, and every now and then came one completely covered with 
a kind of sack, made of dark cloth, with two holes in front for 
the eyes, and bearing a cross with an image upon it, or a picture 
of some scene connected with the crucifixion. In the rear were 
the priests, dressed in long flowing robes of white, ornamented with 
gold. Six of them bore a crimson canopy of damask silk, with 
a rich fringe and tassels, upon as many gilded poles, and under this, 
another priest, more richly dressed than the rest. carried the host, 
in a golden ark covered with fine green gauze. Before the host an- 
other priest carried a silver censer of burning incense. As the 
passed trough the crowd, every body uncovered his head and kneel- 
ed, an act of homage to the host, which they worship as God. 
Thus they marched into the church. After a few more ceremonies 
tha people dispersed. | 
_ “¢h’S I witnessed these exhibitions I could not avoid asking myself, 
Is this the religion of the Bible—the simplicity of the Gospel? Does 
the Lord Jesus Christ prescribe these unmeaning ceremonies—these 
puppet shows—to be exhibited inhis church ? Surely it is all mockery 
in sight of God! And those who thus delude the people, sub- 
stituting, for the simple and intelligible terms of aeneiadion which 
the Bible proposes, this sensele de and mummery ; how aw- 
ful must be their account ! ‘Truly they are “blind guides” which 
‘‘neither enter the kingdom of heaven themselves, nor suffer those 
that are entering to go in.” The day following these ceremonies, 
the priests visited the different Catholic houses and sprinkled them 
with holy water, for which they teceived pay from the deceived peo- 
ple. It is quite a harvest day with them. One of them came into 
a merchant’s counting room, where we happened to be at the time, 
and sprinkled his water about, bearing an instrument for this pur- 
pose in one hand, and a bowl for money in the other.-- -Missionary Her. 


. Persecution at Jamaica —The opposition to Missions in this island 
still continues with unabated energy The newspapers teem with the 
most malignant aspersions against the Missionaries and their follow- 

ers, many of whom are slaves. One of the slaves, a member of 
te Baptist church, was recently flogged in public with a cart-whip 
and afterwards worked in chains, simply, and for nothing else, but 
for praying to his God in public worship ! and that too after his 
owner had given his consent !- 
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PARENT DOMESTIC MISSIONARY AND EDUCATION SO- 

CIETY OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 

OF MARYLAND. 

On Monday evening October 18th, this society held’ its second ‘an- 
nual meeting, at Taneytown, Frederick County, Maryland. We 
fee] assured, that not only Lutherans, but all disciples of Jesus, 
will read the proceedings with deep interest. After-singing a hymn, 
and prayer, the Rev. Dr. Kurtz, Vice President, in the chair the 
following report was read. | 
Second Annual Report of the Missi and Education Society of the 

In presenting the report of the operations of the Society during the 

ast tier your, saamegere would express their gratitude to the Great 
ead of the church, his manifest blessing upon their highly. res- 
ponsible labours: He has put it into the hearts of Christian brethren 
to come up tu their help, and excited a degree of. interest in the ob- 
jects of the Society, which never before existed. We would ascribe 
the success of the past year to his gracious blessing, and pray that he 
may continue to favour us with the smiles of his countenance. ) 
e are engaged in an important and interesting work : that of 
supplying destitute portions of our venerated Zion with faithful and 
well instructed Ministers ; and we desire to feel all its responsibility, 
that we may be roused to more active exertion and more ardent pray- 

At the last annual meeting we reported that four young men had 
been received as beneficiaries, and regularly received the authorized: 
allowance. , Since that, two others, one from Maryland, the other 
from a a bp have been accepted, u the recommendation 
of individuals, who were well acquainted with their characters for pi- 
ety and talents. All these beloved young brethren, three of whom 
are in the Seminary, and three pursuing preparatory studies in the 
Gymnasium, are advancing rapidly in their studies, and maintaining a 
Christian walk and well for the church, 
and hereafter the Society may congratulate itself that God so highly 
= ra as, to place the theological rearing of such youth in- 

its s. | 

We cannot report the formation of any new Auxiliaries ape the 
past year, but we have the pleasure to mention the renewed zeal and 
efficiency of some which before existed, besides the laudable activity 
of some congregations’ which collected money, without being organ- 


*Since this was written, two of our beneficiaries have been taken 
under the | perry of that most noble institution, The Ameri¢an 
Education ety, so that we have, at present, only four in our es- 


pecial care. 
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ized into a society. We sincerely hope that every year they will in- 
crease their benevolent efforts, and enlarge their donations to so good 
acause. Thisis, perhaps, the best plan in some districts, that could 
be adopted. Let the Clergyman, if he pleases, in,connexion with his 
council, take the whole management into their own hands. All we 
desire is, union, and then the work will be done. 

Whilst we rejoice that some congregations during the year, have 
generously stepped forward to our relief, for the first time, we have 
still to lament that many, as yet, have done nothing, to whom the 
Lord has liberally dealt out his favours, and from oa he expects 
something in return. In these days of activity in behalf of the 
chirch, no corgregation can be guiltless, which docs not come up 
to the help of the Lord ; but we trust, that after the subject has been 
fairly presented to them,*,they will come to the relief of our imploring 
Zion. 
We cannot but congratulate ourselves upon the harmony of senti- 
ment and feeling that exists among the members of this Synod on 
this subject. ‘The Society has met with no opposition. Every broth- 
er feels its importance and we al] lament that we can do no more in 
its behalf. Brethren let us bless God that peace reigns among us, 
and that united as we are in promoting the glory of God, in the fur- 
therance of the church, let brotherly love continue —Union is 
strength, and God will bless the undivided efforts of Ministers to ad- 
vance his reign.—Let us proceed in our responsible labour,—and 
_with exultation we may exclaim: ‘The time to favour Zion has 
— thy servants take pleasure in her stones and favour the dust 
thereof.” 

The Treasurer’s report will exhibit the state of the funds, and you 
will rejoice in perceiving that much more was received and expended 
during the last, than the preceding year. But you will also learn 
that the funds are now nearly exhausted. We had enough to meet 
the demands of the last year, but we have very little with which to 
commence the operations of the coming year. Some of our benefi- 
ciaries will soon want their quarterly allowance, which has never 
heretofore been denied for want of funds, but how will we meet them 
now? Shall we dismiss them from their studies, send them home, 
and thus deprive the church of several very promising Ministers ?— 
We dare not do this—the frown of God will be upon us if we do. — 
We hope that the interesting exercises, the impressive addresses, and 
the spirited resolutions of the last annual meeting have not yet been 
forgotten, but that every member of the Society will exert himself 
more actively than ever in this noble cause. | 

We would most earnestly recommend the appointment of a Mis. 
sionary to travel through the bounds of our Synod, to awaken the peo- 
ple upon the subject of our Education and Missionary Society. is 
is the most effectual plan that we could devise, and we hope that it 
will be carried into effect. | 

We profess deep attachment to our church —We venerate her an 
cient institutions, we admire the simplicity of her worship, we revere 
the orthodoxy of her doctrines, we honor the galaxy of illustrious 
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names, which have been her defence and her glory, O then let us e- 
vince the sincerity of our devotedness to her interests, by labouring 
hard in her extension and perpetuity, through the instrumentality of 
the Missionary and Education raat 


Lewis Medtart in Account with the Missionary and Education 
Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


1829, Oct. 23. Balance in the Treasury 145.06 
| _ Subseription at Williamsport Md. 19.00 
27. Auxiliary Society of Martinsburg Va. 13.00 
Nov. 31. Rev. John Kehler, Madison County, Va. 7.50 
Mrs. Thomas, annual subscription 1.00 
Dec. 12. Pe gl Society of Winchester, Va. by Miss 
pea: off ‘Treasurer 50.00 
14.’Auxiliary Society of Fredericktown, Md. 
Miss R. Boyer Treasurer 9.52 
17 Juv. Auxiliary Society of Fredericktown, Md. 
M. Jones Treasurer | 1.42 
26. Mrs. Eliza H. Morris Treasurer of the La- 
dies Saving Society of the Ist English Lu- 
_ theran Church of Baltimore $40.00 
1830, Jan. 22. From an unknown individual at Boonsbo- 
rough, Md. | 5.00 


Morris | 5.00 

March 9, Auxiliary Society of Fredericktown Miss 
Rebecca Boyer ‘Treasurer 41.00 

28. Juv. Auxiliary Society of Fredericktown 
M. Jones Treasurer, 2.03 

June 15. Auxihary Society of Fredericktown, Miss R. 
Boyer ‘Treasurer 26.37 

July 13. Juv. Auxiliary Society of Fredericktown, 
M. Jones Treasurer | 26 

22. Ladies of the Lutheran Church of Taney- . 

town, Md. to constitute their Pastor the 
Rey. J. N. Hoffman a life member 10.00 
26. From the Rev. Michael Wachter, collec- | 
tions taken up in his churches 21.95 

October 1. From the Rev. J. N. Hoffman, by the hands 
of Rev. D. F. Scheffer - 30.00 
| $728.12 
| 639.00 
Balance in the Treasury $89.12 


Several friends at do by ‘the Hands of Mr. 


CR. 


1329, Nov. 4, ‘To Ab. B. Shuman, Student at Gettysburg, Pa. 15.00 


Dec. 2, 


Samuel Rothrock do. do. 10.00 
Peter Riser do. 95.00 
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1830, Jan. 22, Ab. Shuman — do. do. $0.00 
Francis Springer do. do. 40.00 
Samuel Rothrock do. do. $0.00 
Jesse Vogler do. do. $0.00 
Jesse Hoover do. do. $0.00 
‘Mar.$1, Ab. Shuman do. do. 45.00 
Peter Rizer do. do. 30.00 
Samuel Rothrock do. do. 50.00 
D. Jenkins © do. do. 25.00 
April 18, Jesse Hoover do. do. 45.00 
Jesse Vogler do. do. 45.00 - 
Francis Springer do. do. 50.00 | 
July 25, Peter Rizer do. do. 12.00 
Aug. 16, Ab. Shuman do. do. 35.00 
Sept. 5, Jesse Hoover do. do. $0.00 
me Francis Springer do. do. 20.00 
D. Jenkins) do. do. 25.00 
24, Peter Rizer — do. do. 17.00 
LEWIS MEDTART, Treasurer. 639.00 


Resolved—That the Report be adopted, and published in the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Intelligencer. 

Rosolved—T hat we continue our efforts in behalf of this society, 
and introduce its design to our people from the pulpit. 

Resolved—That our sisters, who during the past year aided the 
a by their exertions as members of sewing societies, merit 
the thanks of the society. — 7 

Addresses were delivered by Rev. B. Kurtz, D. F. Scheffer, Win- 
ter, Hoffman, Haverstick and Winders. 

The following Gentlemen, were then elected officers for the en- 
President GEOROE HAGER, Baltimore. 


Vice-Presidents. 
CYRUS MANTZ, | Rev. A. RECK, 
Dr. KURTZ, | J. SHRYOCK, 
Rev. B. KURTZ. | 
os Secretary, Rev. JOHN G. MORRIS, Baltimore. 
in 


Recording Secretary, Rev, DAVID F. SCHAEFFER. Fred. 
Treasurer LEWIS MEDTART, Esq. Frederick. 
Managers. 

Rev. J. Winter Bes | David Martin 
Rev. J. N. Hoffman Frederick Nusz 

Rev. M. Wachter John McDonald 

J. Albert | George Englebrecht 

Rev. J. Hoshour - F. Eichelberger 

Rev. H. Haverstick John Bentz- 
Rev. H. Bager | J. Harbaugh 
Dr. Boerstler | Isaae Baugher 
J. Baughman | John Baker 
Joel Wright A. Lichtenwalter. 
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Rev. Dr. Kurtz, Rev. J. G. Morris and e Hager of Balti- 
more, and Rev. D. F. Scheffer, F. Vusz and G. elbrecht of Fre- 
derick, were appointed as the Executive committee, for the ensuing 

ear. 
7 A considerable number of persons, were added, to the list of mem- 
bers of this institution. | 

After the Benediction was pronounced, the society adjourned, to 
‘meet again during the sessions of the next Synod, which is to con- 
vene at Cumberland, on the third Sunday in October next. 


Attest. DAVID F. SCHAEFFER,’ R. S. 


HOW SAINTS ARE MADE BY THE POPE. | 


The following is a late Decree of the Pope to canonize a Sant. 
We copy it as a curiosity from the United States Catholic Miscella- 
ny a paper, which is intended for the defence of popery and for 

e diffusion of its light among the good people of the United 
States. By this document, it appears, that the age of miracles 
among the papists, has not yet passed—and that ‘“‘our holy father, 
the Pope, has power to decree the reality of reported miracles, as 
well as power to forgive sins—When, ©, when shall these impious 
mummeries cease ?—How long must these superstitious rites, exhibi- 
ted in a christian dress, delude and deceive the hopes of rational 
creatures, who must shortly give account for them at the tribunal 
of a Holy Judge ? | 

‘‘Amongst the workmen whom the heavenly father hath uninter- 
ruptedly sent to cultivate his vineyard, the blessed Alphonsus Maria 
de Ligourt labored exceedingly for the instruction of the people by 
his discourses and his writings. Having in early youth quitted the 
entanglements of the world, he instituted the congregation styled, 
‘Of the holy Redeemer ;” subsequently having become a bishop, as 
an excellent pastor he shone with heroic virtues. ‘Those virtues to 
which have been superadded miracles after his death ; and which 
appeared to be a divine testimonial in his favor, caused him to be 
regarded specially at our altars. | 

ut subsequently to his beatification, new miracles having occur- 
red through his intercession~; the sovereign dispenser of all good 
hath thus manifested, that the glorious pontiff ought to be more ele- 
vated, and that the name and the honor of saint should be granted 
to him. Of those new miracles two have been specially ex- 
amined with the greatest care, and our holy father Pope Pius VIII. 
by a decree dated on the ui. of the nones of December 1829, hath 
approved of them. | 

Nevertheless as it is an ancient usage that there should be a gen- 
eral meeting of the congregation of rites for the purpose of as- 
certaining whether after the examination of the two miracles which 
have occurred subsequent to the beatification, there can safely be a 
process to solemn canonization : the Cardinals and other members 
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of the congregation did meet on xii. of the kalends of May of the 
present year at the Quirinal, and did unanimously declare in the 
presence of his holiness that there might safely be a process to the 
canonization. 

The holy father was of the same opinion, but previous to confir- 
ming the request of the consultors, his holiness kindly exhorted them 
to petition heaven for light to direct him in the judgment which he 
should pronounce. Pod 

He resolved to give judgement at the time when the church com- 
memorates the appearance of our Redeemer, the victor over death 
and hell, to his disciples, and commanded them to teach all nations. 
a precept which the blessed Ligouri carried through life into practice. 

On this Sunday, therefore, after Easter, V, having offered the holy 
sacrifice; having summoned to the Quirinal the Cardinals. Josep 
Albani, Secretary of State, pro prefect of the congregation of 
rites and Charles Odeschalchi, reporter of the case, together with Vir- 
gil Pesetelli, promoter of the Faith, and the undersigned Secretary : 

is holiness pronounced that there might with safety be proceedings 
had to the solemn canonization of the blessed ALpHonsus Maria 
pe Licovri. 
' His holiness hath ordered that this decree should be published, 
and be preserved with the acts of the congregation of Rites, and that 
apostolic letters should be drawn up respecting the canonization 
which should be celebrated at the proper and accustomed time, in 
the basilic of the Vatican. | 

Given on the xvii. of the kalends of Jun gry May,) 1830. 

. G. Fatali, tary to th gation of rites.” 
| Southern Teleg. 


RELIGION AT TRIPOLI. 


The Rev. Mr. Bird, a Missionary of the American Board, made a 
tour through the northern part of Africa in the spring of 1829, for 
the purpose of surveying the grounds, and ascertaining what facilities 
North Africa might furnish for the introduction of Christianity. By 
the incidents related in the following extracts from his Journal, it ap- 

ars that the influence of popish priests is one of the most formida- 

le obstacles to the progress of truth in Tripoli,—and other places in 
that part of Africa. Under dateof May 17th, 1829, he remarks :— 
_ The padre prefetto this morning, it is said, made another declama- 
tion to the people against the “noisome little books.” calling once 
more upon all to abstain from‘receiving any of those mischievous vehicles 
of heresy, and if they had reeeived any, without fail to bring them 
all in, denouncing certain perdition upon those who disobeyed. He 
was not so violent against the Scriptures, which he said they could not 
understand, but it was “ those little books,” that did the greatest mis- 
chief; no one could read them without certain destruction. 

“May 20—A youth, who has often called on me before, said to- 
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day, in speaking of the late denunciations of the priests against the 
books, that the Maltese in-’Tripoli all tremble at the threat of a priest; 
that the street passing by the American consulate, has of late become 
a suspicions street, and is constantly watched, and to render it odious 
is called the free-mason’s street.| * * * 
| © 29—A Maltese Merchant, often employed by the consul to make 
little purchases, calledon business. I asked him if he had a Bible. He 
said ‘No.” ‘Then said I, you are a seaman without a compass. ‘We 
have our own compass,’ said he. I replied, God has given to man 
but one compass, and this is his holy word, the Bible. ‘ The Bible,’ he 
replied, ‘ is against our religion.’ ell done, said I, that is an ex- 
cellent confession. Donot forget it—the Bible against your religion— 
do not forget it. ‘ John,’ said the consul, ‘I wish you to taks 20 Bi- 
bles into your shop for me for sale.’ ‘ I would not have a Bible in my 
shop for 50 guineas; but, added he, ‘I did not come here to talk a- 
bout business. You was born a Protestant: then be a Protestant.— 
I was born a Catholic and I will live and die a Catholic. Let no 
man change his religion, for whoever does this, you may always set 
him down as a rascal. 
{Missionary 
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He had now been engaged in the study of theology, was perfectly 
familliar with the letter of the Scriptures, and had gone through the 
routine of studies with uncommon assiduity., At this period ‘(while 
at Leipsic) it pleased God to give him daily more and more convic- 
tion of his unworthiness, as well asjmore & more solicitude to change his 
situation. But although he was now impressed with a full belief of 
the necessity and importance of conversion, he found himself so en- 
tangled with the things of this world, that he despaired of being a- 
ble to extricate himself and lift his affections higher. The exterior 
difficulty seemed to be removed by his change of situation, when he 
went to Luneburg. Cut off there from wordly society, to which he 


was accustomed, and brought into contact with consistent and exem- 


plary Christians, he now found that there was an obstacle more seri- 
ous than mere external circumstances ; he felt more than ever the ne- 
cessity of achange, and the existence of some obstacle with himself 
to its production.. While in this state of mind, he received an ap- 
pointment to preach in St. John’s Church, and finding himself no 
more disposed to wr the service as a mere exercise in eloquence, 
he felt deep solicitude so to perform the task as to edify his hcarers.— 


text, (John xx, 21— These are written that ye might know that 


life through his name.” | 


He was still engrossed with those thoughts, when he fell upon the | 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye may have — 
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While reflecting on the meaning of these words, and on the differ- 
ence between imaginary and true faith, the thought occurred to him, 
that he was himself destitute of this sap quality. It was in 

e strong conviction which 
now fastened on his soul. It was in vain that he reverted to his books 
and even to the Scriptures for relief; he could find it neither in God’s 
word nor in man’s. In the agony of his soul he prayed, that if there 
is indeed_a God, he would have compassion on him. While in this 
state of mind, he resolved, unless some change should occur, to ab- 
stain from preaching against his conscience. ‘ For,” to borrow 
his own most expressive terms,,“ I felt too sensible what it was to 
have.no God upon whom to lay hold; to bemoan my sins without 
knowing wherefore, or who it was that caused my tears to flow ; or 
whether there was in reality a God, who was offended at me! In 
such anguish,” he continues, ** I knelt down upon that Sunday, and 


called upon the God and Saviour whom I knew not, and believed not 


in, for deliverance from this miserable situation, if indeed there was 
a God and Saviour. ‘The'Lord heard me: heard me instantly: all my 
doubts vanished. [I was assured in my own heart of the grace of 
God in Christ. All sorrow and uneasiness departed from me, and I 
was inundated as with a floodof joy. I had bent my knees in great 


‘distress and doubt. I rose again with unutterable confidence and joy. 


I felt as if through all my past life I had been lying in a profound sleep, 
and performed all my actions n adream, and as if I had now for the 


first time been awakened ; I was perfectly convinced that all the 


world, with all its pleasures, could not produce in the human heart 
such delicious joys as I experienced ; and I saw distinctly that after 
such foretastes of God’s grace and goodness, the world with its 
charms would have little power to allure me.” On the Wednesday 
following he preached upon the text which he had chosen with great 
inward satisfaction. From this hour Francke dated his conversion, 
and in this hour, as he himself declared in his prayer in the garden of 
the orphan house, forty years afterwards, God opened in his heart a 
spring from which exhaustless streams of joy and consolation had 
been flowing ever since.—Biblical Repertory. 
FOOLS. 
“« Professing themselves to be wise, they become fools.” 
Such are all heretics.” 

This sentence we extracts from a Roman Catholic paper printed 
in this city, called the Jesuit. The substance of the sentence is, al! 
heretics are fools But who in the estimation of the Catholics, are 
heretics ? We answer, those who are guilty of the heinous and un- 

rdonable s'n of denying the infallibility of the Pope, Cardinals and 
Romish church; those who declare the wickedness of using images 
in worship ; those who disbelieve in the blasphemous dogma of tran- 
substantiation ; those who believe in the impossibility of man’s for- 
giving sin against God ; those who disbelieve in any scriptural autho- 
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rity for auricular confessions to a priest, of popish penances, and of 
the sacrifices of the mass ; those who declare it idolatry to call upon 
any other mediator than the Lord Jesus Christ ; these who consider 
it their duty to ‘‘ found their religion wholly upon the Bible and spi- 
rit of God.” These sentiments are what constitutes a heretic, ard 
“‘all heretics are fools.” It follows then, that some of the best and 
wisest men who ever lived were fools ; and St. Paul himself was a 
‘very distinguished fool. To the writers, of such liberal, sensible, 
gt erudite. and catholic sentiments we think the words of 

ob peculiarly applicable. “ No doubt but ye are the people, and 
wisdom shall die with you.”—({JV. E. Herald. 


PRAYER. 


Till we ministers have wrestled with God like Jacob—prevailed 
with Him, and obtained His blessing, can we expect to prevail with 
men ? Can we be wise to win souls to God, while we reject his 
counsel as to the right way? Can we answer at His bar, when the 
cries of perishing sinners, once committed to our care, are witnes- 
sing against us? Or will it there excuse our negligence, that we 
pointed out the enthusiasm or knavery of some who were active ? 
On the con , the effects often produced by evangelical truth, 
when found in bad hands, should rouse us to the consideration of 
what ought to be expected in better. | : 

Aw man may expose the truth, and a bad man may pervert 
it, yet such honour has God put upon his gospel, as sometimes to 
afford an evidence which the preacher of it must otherwise destroy. 
Folly and craft mixed with the truth, like any foul matter falling into 
medicine, may impede its good effect, Yet as there are medicines 
so potent as to work a cure through all impediments ; so the gospel 
is found sometimes prevailing through circumstances which seem 
completely calculated to render it of no effect. 

But being the true medicina mentis, even the empiric that stumbles 
in his specific, will often cure where the regular physician, pursuing 
some presumptuous theory, may kill —Ceevl. 


‘¢ He that rebuketh a man, afterwards shall find more favour than 
he that flattereth with his tongue,” Prov. xxviii, 23. | 

There is.no duty which we owe to our fellow men which requires 
more prudence in its exercise than that of giving reproof. No duty 
is more clearly required in the law of God, by Moses, than this:— 
¢¢ Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin up- 
on him.” This is enjoined by the same authority which enforces 
‘Thou shalt not steal—or false witness—or covet.” But he 
who would rebuke another for a fault ought always to restrain all pas- 
sion, and prejudice, and hardness. He should be modest, open, can 
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